The National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS)/U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) Superfund Basic Research Program (SBRP) has an unusual mission: conducting multidisciplinary research on highly applied problems within the framework of a basic biomedical core. At the same time the SBRP is committed to the timely transfer of its research findings to organizations and groups that contribute to protection of human and environmental health. In many organizations, including Superfund, the research program efforts are divorced or organizationally separated from training efforts. A case is made that these activities can be successfully combined and additional partnering opportunities may present themselves in the future as additional Department of Defense (DoD) facilities are closed. In the following commentary, a case study of a combined research, training, and outreach effort is recounted. The SBRP played an important part in bringing together resources 
Background
The historic MINSY occupied 5646 acres at the juncture of the Napa River and San Pablo Bay, California, which in turn connects to nearby San Francisco Bay, California. The military base was selected for closure in July 1993. During the past several years MINSY has been undergoing a rapid program of removal, remediation, and restoration to prepare it for civilian reuse. MINSY was the first naval shipyard established on the West Coast (ca 1849). A wide range of industrial processes were used there and consequently their associated toxic contaminants were released unwittingly. Among the contaminants discovered late in the closure process (ca 1996) at a site known as the Defense Reutilizaton and Material Organization (DRMO), essentially a scrap yard dating back to World War II, were radium, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), and other heavy metal contaminants. The combined waste (naturally occurring radioactive material + hazardous organic compounds) was not a result of a release from the nuclear cycle, but of disposal of items with radium-containing paints commonly used for illumination. However, the DRMO soil was a problem for either treatment 
Results
In laboratory-scale testing conducted at UCD, 150°C steam was passed through an Arodor 1260 PCB-contaminated soil sample similar to that found at the DRMO site. The soil was placed in the oven compartment of a gas chromatograph. Using a 10:1 mass ratio of steam to soil, the results indicated a high removal efficiency of PCBs from the soil (Figure 1 ). Analyses were provided by the UCD Superfund Program Project Analytical Core. Scientists at UCD also carried out a radium mobility study to ascertain whether radium became obilized when steam passed through cocontaminated soil. These studies revealed that the PCB could be mobilized from the soil with only a small portion of radioactivity carried through the system-sufficiently small that the condensate resulting from steam treatment of cocontaminated soil was not considered radioactive waste.
The successes at the laboratory scale warranted a bench-scale treatability study at MINSY. Under the guidance of the UCD and UCB collaborators, the engineers-in-training designed and constructed a pressure vessel/steam generator at the shipyard from salvaged equipment. They used the bench-scale unit to test soil that had been spiked to concentrations of 100 ppm with two relatively innocuous surrogate compounds. 
